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7.

What role do masks play in Indian storytelling

traditions? Use a specific regional example.
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What are the major features of shadow puppetry?
Compare it with other puppet traditions with special

reference to Tolu Bommalata.
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What was the position of the jester in the medieval
South Indian court? Was he simply an entertainer, or

did he serve a deeper political function?
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In what ways did the changing socio-political fabric
of India impact the life of court jesters like Bhand in

India?
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Discuss the representation of “outsiders” and
“mlechchhas” in medieval Sanskrit epics and

inscriptions from early medieval India.
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How did the accounts of various travellers who visited

Calicut differ from each other?
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In early medieval South India, singing patikam in
temples was not just a religious act — it also had
social consequences. Who performed it, who benefited
from it, and how did it reflect existing social

hierarchies?
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Describe the ways in which Muharram ceremonies
were observed under the Nawabs of Awadh in the

eighteenth century.
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