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Instructions for Candidates

1.  Write your Roll No. on the top immediately on receipt of this question paper.

2. Any graphs/figures/diagrams in the question paper have been taken from the
prescribed readings.

3. Attempt any five questions in all. All questions carry equal marks.
4. Use of scientific calculator is allowed.

5. Answers may be written either in English or Hindi; but the same medium should
be used throughout the paper.
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1.  Answer the following questions : (9+9=18)

(a) Critically analyze the alternative views on the role of education as “signalling”
and as “human capital investment”.

(b) Suresh is considering a 1-year training program that charges Rs. 40,000 in
tuition to learn how to install computer equipment. If he enrolls in the program,
his opportunity cost in terms of forgone income is Rs. 250,000. After
completing the program, he is promised a job for 5 years, with a yearly
salary of Rs. 800,000. (After 5 years, the equipment is expected to be
obsolete, but Suresh plans to retire by that time anyway.) Assume Suresh’s
personal discount rate is 5 percent. Should Suresh enroll in the program?
Justify your answer.

2. Answer the following questions : (94+9=18)

(a) Teachers in public schools are better paid than those in private schools, yet
demand for private schooling in India is increasing. In light of this statement,
critically examine whether higher teacher pay leads to better teacher quality
and improved student performance.

(b) Most educational institutions have achieved a manageable teacher-pupil ratio,
yet achieving a manageable class size remains a challenge. In light of this
statement, discuss the class size debate in the school education system.

3. Inequality in education is a matter of layered structural disadvantages and not
merely a function of access. Critically analyse this statement by discussing the
role of household behavior and social identity in shaping educational outcomes in
India. Substantiate your answer with empirical insights. (18)

4. Answer the following questions : (9+9=18)

(a) Discuss the role of schools in influencing subject choices made by male and
female students in higher education.

(b) Highlight the difficulties in estimating the benefits of internships/apprenticeships
for an individual.
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5. Answer the following questions: (9+9=18)

(a) Elite educational institutions gatekeep the top positions in the labour market.
Elucidate.

(b) What effects does private tuition have on the school system and school
processes?
6. Write short notes on any TWO of the following : (9+9=18)
(a) Types of early childhood interventions
(b) Internationalization of Higher Education

(c) Role of NGOs in improving learning outcomes in India
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