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Instructions for Candidates

1.

Write your Roll No. on the top immediately on receipt of this question paper.
Attempt any four questions in all.

All questions carry equal marks.

Answers may be written either in English or Hindi; but the same medium should
be used throughout the paper.
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Examine how interdisciplinary approaches have broadened the field of environmental
history, with special reference to examples from South Asia.
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Do you agree that climate variability was a significant factor that led to the decline of
the Harappan Civilisation? Elaborate.
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How do historians use literary texts and archaeological evidence to study the
environmental history of early India? Explain with reference to an example.
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Analyse how human-nature interactions evolved during the medieval times, focusing
on any one of the following themes:

a) Agrarian expansion and social conflict over natural resources.

b) Commercial growth and the transformation of forest-based economies.

¢) Migratory pastoralism.
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5. Examine environmental historians’ interpretations of British colonial forest policy in
India, with reference to the Indian Forest Acts of 1865 and 1878 and the works of E.
P. Stebbing, Dietrich Brandis, and Berthold Ribbentrop.
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6. Examine how colonial irrigation systems and hydraulic management practices led to
the commodification of water, and analyse their broader socio-environmental impacts.

Jufaxitg fars yumelt SiR STaase Ueier Tt 3 Ut & ARG o
&Y Ferar faar, 3R faar ¥ 376 e -yafavufia uuia) o1 faxawor o8|

7. How useful is the concept of environmental justice in analysing urban social conflicts
over resource scarcity, industrial pollution, and development-induced displacement?
Examine with reference to any one colonial city:

a) Delhi
b) Bombay
c¢) Calcutta
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8. Discuss the origins and development of India’s Green Revolution, with particular
reference to the socio-environmental impacts of scientific experimentation,
postcolonial state planning, and capital-intensive, technology-based production
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