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Instructions for Candidates

1. Write your Roll No. on the top immediately on receipt of this question paper.

2. Students must attempt any four questions.

3. All questions carry equal marks.

4. Answers may be written either in English or Hindi; but the same medium should
be used throughout the paper.
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1. What are life narratives? Explain their importance in writing history.
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2. Discuss the evolution of biographical and autobiographical writing traditions in
India from ancient to modern times.
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3. How do early Mughal writings connect different literary genres to represent the

past? Explain.
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4. How do autobiographical writings help us understand the historicity of the past?
Discuss with reference to the autobiography of either Mahatma Gandhi or
Jawaharlal Nehru.
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5. 'In what ways do biographies contribute to our understanding of a leader’s ideas,
character, and role in history? Discuss with reference to Dara Shukoh or
Vallabhbhai Patel.
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6. Discuss how biographies and autobiographies of regional leaders contribute to
the reconstruction of regional histories, with reference to any one region such as
Rajasthan, Kashmir, Kerala, or West Bengal.
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7. In what ways do autobiographies and biographies help in understanding gender,
caste, and cultural history in India?
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8. Write short notes on any two :
(a) Harshacharita
(b) Instructive Memory
(c) Biography of Man Singh (1585)
(d) My Story and My Life as an Actress
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