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Instructions for Candidates

1. Write your Roll No. on the top immediately on receipt of this question paper.
2. Attempt any four questions in all.

3. All questions carry equal marks.
4

Answers may be written either in English or Hindi; but the same medium should
be used throughout the paper.
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1. Discuss the nature and significance of literary sources in the reconstruction of the past.
How does the historian negotiate the relationship between history and literature?
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2. Examine the role of Sanskrit and Persian literary traditions in shaping historical imagination
in pre-modemn India.
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3. Analyse the historical value.of literary traditions in Dravidian languages. Answer with
reference to any one of the following: Tamil, Kannada, Telugu, or Malayalam.
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4. How do vernacular literary traditions contribute to the writing of ﬁistory? Discuss with
reference to Brajbhasha or Bengali literary materials.
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5. Examine the role of foreign travellers’ writings in understanding the past. How are these
sources different from local literary accounts?
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6. What are archival sources? Discuss the major categories of archival materials, including
official records, farmans, private papers, letters, and maps.
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7. ‘Archives are constructed repositories rather than neutral storehouses of the past.” Critically
examine this statement.
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8. Discuss the use of visual and material sources in historical reconstruction. Answer with
reference to paintings, miniatures, museums, or films. -
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