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Instructions for Candidates

1. Write your Roll No. on the top immediately on receipt of this question paper.

2. Attempt any Four questions.

3. All questions carry equal marks.

4. Answers may be written either in English or Hindi; but the same medium should
be used throughout the paper.
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1. In what ways have the concepts of regional histories and histories of regions
contributed to an understanding of Indian history. Discuss with examples from
historical work. :
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2. Historical geography is crucial to an understanding of the history of a region.
Discuss with reference to Bengal in early modern times.
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3. Discuss the challenges faced by ‘outsiders’ like the Mughals in the process of
conquest and control of a region like Bengal.
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Do you agree that pre-colonial Bengal witnessed economic growth visible in the
rural economy? Discuss with reference to agrarian expansion and
commercialisation.
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Outline the patterns and changes in the overseas trade of Bengal between the
16" and 18™ centuries.

165 3k 165 TR & S ST & W R ¥ de Sl uReawl S TRaE dUR

With special reference to the circulation of Sanskrit, Bengali or Persian texts,
discuss the chief features of literary culture in early modern Bengal.
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Discuss the roles of patrons and artists in the creation of Bengali visual culture
through painting traditions at Murshidabad.
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Write short notes on any two of the following :
(a) Bengali language in Arakan

(b) Mangalkavyas

(c) Temples at Bishnupur

(d) Political role of merchants in Bengal
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