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This question paper contains two parts. Both parts are compulsory.
Candidates have to answer ALL the questions in Part A and
ANY THREE questions in Part B.

Questions in Part A carry 10 marks each, and questions in Part B carry 20 marks each.

PART-A

a) ldentify, contextualise and critically analyse the following lines:
“ Her sire had joined the wake of war;
The battle-shock, the shout, and scar
He knew and gained a glorious grave
Such is the guerdon of the brave!”
Or
b) Identify, contextualise and critically analyse the following lines:
“l only turned out to be a small man,
With small dreams and living a small life." (10 marks)

a) Comment on the significance of the title “Stains” by Manujla Padmanabhan.

Or
b) Identify and explain the lines “ There was no talk, no word between us-just this
relentless pounding.” : (10 marks)

a)  Write a short note on Mira Masi in Clear Light of Day:
Or
b) Comment on the ‘Bee episode’ in Lodi garden in the Clear Light of Day. (10 marks)
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Part-B

Critically analyse the speaker in Kamla Das’s “An Introduction”,
Or

Discuss the key aspects of Romanticism in Sarojini Naidu's poems in your syllabus.
(20 marks)

Critically analyse Shashi Deshpande’s short story “The Intrusion” to explore the
importance of consent within the institution of marriage, with specific textual
references.

Or
Analyse Rushdie’s use of the schoolteacher’s unreliable narration in “The Free
Radio” to critique gossip and the manipulation of truth during the Indian
Emergency? : (20 marks)

Discuss how the partition of India parallels the division within the Das family in
the Clear Light of Day.

Or
Examine the Misra sisters, Jaya and Sarla, as foils to the protagonists Tara and Bim.
How does their adherence to traditional gender roles highlight the respective
conformity and nonconformity of Tara and Bim in Clear Light of Day? (20 marks)

Analyse two texts from your syllabus that reflect social and political issues (such
as race, gender, religion, political unrest and violence). Critically evaluate the
writers' perspectives on these themes.

Or
Explore how characters rely on memories to create and maintain their sense of
self, especially when dealing with a traumatic experience. Answer with reference
to any two texts in your syllabus. (20 marks)
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