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Instructions for Candidates

1. Write your Roll No. on the top immediately on receipt of this question paper.

2. Answers may be written in either English or Hindi, but the same medium should be
used throughout the paper.

3. The question paper consists of eight questions. Answer any five questions.

4. All questions carry equal marks, 18 marks each.

1. Evaluate the trends in real farm income growth in India from 1983-84 to 2011-12, and

discuss how these align with the historical growth phéses of the agricultural sector. (18)

2. Examine the major policy initiatives introduced by the government in recent decades to
promote agricultural growth. Evaluate whether these measures, along with the emphasis on a
Second Green Revolution focused on high-value crops, can ensure inclusive growth in the

agricultural sector. ) 9,9

3. Critically assess the political economy of India’s food policy since the independence. (18)




4. "Major food-based assistance programs like the ICDS and MDMS have morphed into mere
conduits for subsidized grain." To what extent has the focus on calorie adequacy in these °
schemes limited their effectiveness in addressing child and maternal malnutrition? Discuss with

reference to recent reforms. (18)

5. Despite a substantial decline in agriculture’s contribution to India’s GDP to about one-
seventh, the sector continues to employ nearly half of the workforce. Examine this imbalance
and analyse the factors underlying the slow pace of structural transformation in the Indian

economy. (18)

6. Appriase the validity of the question "Is there less krishi (agriculture) in Bharat (rural
India)?" also discussing the gap between the percentage of households 'engaged' in agriculture

versus those 'dependent’ on it. (18)

7. Critically examine the argument that the traditional export-led growth strategy, which proved
successful for several Asian economies, may have limited relevance for India under the
prevailing global economic conditions of 2014, with reference to the Make in India initiative.

(18)

8. "The stagnation of India’s public sector is not a result of inherent economic inefficiency, but
rather a consequence of 'fiscal orthodoxy' and 'competitive politics'." Discuss this statement in

the context of India’s post-1991 economic reforms. (18)
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