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Instructions for Candidates

1.  Write your Roll No. on the top immediately on receipt of this question paper.

2. Attempt any five questions.

3. All questions carry equal marks.

4. Answers may be written either in English or Hindi; but the same medium should

be used throughout the paper.
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1. What do you understand by Critical Theory? Discuss how Michael J. Thompson
traces a shift in the approach of Critical Theory from an orthodox Marxist economic
determinism towards human consciousness.
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2. Discuss how critical theory is closely related to philosophy than to predictive sciences
following David and Julia Ingram. In this context, discuss how philosophy reflects the
very contradictions inherent in modern societies.
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3. Compare and contrast “Traditional Theory™ with “Critical Theory™ as articulated by

Max Horkheimer.
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4. Critically examine Horkheimer and Adormo’s concept of the “Dialectic of
Enlightenment™.
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5. Explain Marcuse’s central thesis in “Philosophy and Critical Theory” regarding the
relationship between theory and revolutionary practice. How does he argue that
Critical Theory escapes the charge of being merely “utopian™ or abstract?
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6. Explain how Erich Fromm brings together Marxian social theory and Freudian
Psychoanalysis. How does this synthesis serve Fromm’s broader critical project?
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7. Discuss how Habermas argues that a considerably rationalized lifeworld is one of the
initial conditions for modernization processes.
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8. Explain the “Tnstumentalization Theory™ proposed by Andrew Feenberg. How does
his theory avoid both substantivist and constructivist problems?
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9. Write short notes on any two of the following:
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(a) Communicative Action {(Habermas)
(b) Marcuse’s concept of ‘fantasy’
{¢) Concept of “technical code” (Feenberg)
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