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Instruction for Candidates

1. Attempt any four questions.
2. All questions carry equal marks.
3. Answers may be written either in English or in Hindi; but the same medium should be

used throughout the paper.
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1. Discuss Bourdieu’s ideas on the scientific field.
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2. Explain the four tenets of the Strong Programme. How do these principles distinguish it from

earlier approaches in the sociology of knowledge?
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3.  Discuss the role of cultural and institutional contexts in shaping the reception and

implementation of scientific knowledge in the Third World.
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4. How are scientific facts constructed in the laboratory? Discuss.
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5. According to Nanda, how does contextual realism in science offer a third alternative to

empiricism and social constructionism? -
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6.  Paradigm shifts reveal several non-scientific aspects of development of scientific knowledge.

Discuss with examples.
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7.  Discuss Chalmers’ views on limits of observation in scientific knowledge.
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