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Answer any five questions. All guestions carry equal (18) marks.

1. "In spite of the fact that skill and knowledge possessed by the Indian artisans and merchants
were far closer to those of their counterparts in Europe in the early nineteenth century, Indian
artisans and merchants did not grow because of lack of state support.” How far do you agree
with this statement of Prasannan Parthasarthi? Discuss.

2. The decline in mortality rate in India between 1921 and 1951 cannot be explained simply in
terms of the improvements in medical science and the development of transport and irrigation
facilities. Comment. Do you agree with Sumit Guha’s argument that climatic factors had an
important role to play in it? Explain.

3. What role did ideology play in the formulation of the famine policy in British India? Do you
think it was just ideology that constrained effective famine relief in the nineteenth century
India? Give reasons in support of your answer.

4. Explain the reasons why India was the only country that did not witness an industrial
transformation in spite of building a massive railway network between the mid-nineteenth and
the early twentieth century.

5. Analyse the dynamics of Indian industrialisation in the interwar period (1914 — 1947). Point
out how the different groups of entrepreneurs performed in this period. Was there a possibility
of a breakthrough to industrial transition at the end of this period and if so, what could be the
factors that prevented such a possibility?

"6. Discuss the major issues in the land, labour, and credit markets in Indian agriculture in the
colonial period.

7. “The colonial state’s principal interest continued to lie in meeting the needs of military and
expansion of overseas commerce with domestic Indian policies supplementing these goals to
the detriment of opportunities for capital not just indigenous but British too.” (David
‘Washbrook). Critically analyse this statement.

8. Write Short Notes on any two of the following: ©

(a) Broadening the focus of the deindustrialisation debate in India
(b) The shifts in the triangular trade patterns of colonial India

(c) The European enterprises in India in the “high noon of Empire” (mid-19® Century to the
First World War)




(d) India and the global trade in cotton textiles in the 17® and 18 centuries
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