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1. Write your Roll No. on the top immediately on receipt of this question paper.

2. Answers may be written in either English or Hindi, but the same medium should be

used throughout the paper.

3. The question paper consists of six questions. Answer any five questions.

4. All questions carry equal marks, 18 marks each.




1. Analyse the process of formulating an effective economic research question, emphasising
its importance in guiding the research process.

(18)

2. Discuss the evolution and challenges of the Indian Statistical System. Explain the historical
development of statistical institutions in India, the role they play in policy-making, and the

key challenges they face in ensuring data reliability and relevance. (18)

3. Consider a developing country conducting a household survey to estimate household
consumption and income levels. The survey design includes differential sampling weights
due to nonresponse and clustering by geographic regions, as described in Deaton's analysis of

household surveys.

a. Explain the importance of using inflation factors (sampling weights) in estimating
population-level quantities from survey data. How do these weights adjust for design and

nonresponse biases? )

b. Discuss the challenges and implications of measuring income versus consumption in such
household surveys. Why might survey-based estimates of income systematically differ from

consumption estimates? )]
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4. Discuss the main challenges and limitations highlighted in the article regarding the use of

Big Data for socio-economic analysis. How does the proposed framework address issues

related to data governance, privacy, and data quality?

(18)y

5. a. Suppose an economist is studying the factors influencing the use of digital payments in

India over the recent decades. Identify the major variables that could explain the variation in

digital payment adoption, specify the level of each variable, and indicate the type of data that

may be used (time-series, cross-sectional, or panel). Briefly discuss what additional data-

related considerations should be examined before developing the empirical model.

b. Examine the ethical considerations in writing and presenting economic research.

6. Write comprehensive notes on any two of the following.

a. Structure of an argument

b. External validity of research design

c. Preparing presentation of the research
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