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Instructions for Candidates

1. Write your Roll No. on the top immediately on receipt
of this question paper.

2. This question paper carries 8 questions in total.
3. All questions carry equal marks.

4, Answers may be written either in English or Hindi;
but the same medium should be used throughout the

paper.
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1. How did notions of vidyd and sastra shape the
classification of knowledge in ancient India? Discuss
with reference to both Vedic and Buddhist educational
practices.
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2. Compare the monastic universities of the Buddhist
world with the gurukula-style Brahmanical schools.
In what ways did their admission policies reflect
contemporary social hierarchies?
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3. Analyse the significance of Akbar’s translation bureau
(maktab-khana) for cross-cultural knowledge
production in the sixteenth century.
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Trace the evolution of madrasa education from the
Delhi Sultanate to the late Mughal period, focusing on
curriculum, patronage and regional differences.
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“The introduction of English as the medium of higher
instruction re-ordered both language hierarchies and
social mobility.” Discuss this statement with reference
to the period 1835-1900.
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Examine the educational initiatives of Jyotirao Phule
and Savitribai Phule. How did their work challenge
caste- and gender-based exclusions in colonial Western
India?
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7.

Evaluate the debates surrounding compulsory
elementary education in the Indian Legislative Council
from 1910 to 1937. What ideological positions were
advanced by nationalists and colonial administrators?
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Short Notes
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(a) Nalanda Mahavihara
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(b) Kerala School concept of infinite series
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(c) Macaulay’s Minute on Education, 1835
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(d) Dalit women’s schooling initiatives, 1'880-‘1920
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