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Tinil  literanire  has  a  rich  and  long  literary  tradition  apanning  more  than  two

thousand years. The oldest extant works show signs of maturity indicating an even longer period

of evolution. Contributors to the Tamil literature ae mainly from Tamil people from South India,

including the land now comprising Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Sri Lankan Tamils from Sri Lacka, and

from Tamil Diaspora. The history of Tanri) literature follous the history of Tamil Nadu, closely

following the social, political and cultunl trends of various periods. The early Sangam literature,

starting from the period of 2nd century BCE, contain anthologies of various poets deding with

many aspects of life. including love, war,  social values and religion.  This was followed by the

early epics and monl literanire, ainhored by Hindu, Jain and Buddhist authors, lasting up to the

5th centny CE.
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