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(b)  Comment   on   the   portrayal   of  women   in   the
Abhijn5nasakuntalam.

6.      (a)  Elaborate  on  the  aspects  ofpwra"  poetry  as  seen

in  The  Book  of  Vanci.

OR

(b)  7'rfee   Boo*   a/  7rcz"c!.   prescribes   gendered   roles,

through    the    idealisation    of   Kannaki    and

Cenkuttuvan.  Discuss.

7.      (a)  Examine   the   relationship   between   dftarmcz   and

kingship as represented in Indian classical literature,

giving  examples  from  any  two  texts  from  your

Paper.

OR

(b)  Discuss  the  importance  of truth  and justice  as  a

thematic concern in any two texts from the course.
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Part  A (3 x 1 0-3 0)

1.      (a)  Discuss  the  portrayal  of Karna  in  the  prescribed

sections  of  the  Mahabharata.

OR

(b)  Explain  with  reference  to  context  the  following
lines  :

"Creatures  obtain  fruits good  and  ill  according to

the  dispensation  of the  Ordainer  of the  creation.

Those  fmits  are  inevitable  whether  I  play  or not.

This   is   a   summons   to   dice;   it   is,   besides   the

command of the old king. Although I know that it

will prove destructive to me, yet I cannot refuse."

2.      (a)  Write  a  short  note  on  the  character  of Kanva  in

Abhijnanas5kttntalam.

OR

(b)  Comment  on  the  depiction  of the  supernatural  in
Abhijnana§akuntalam.

3.      (a)  Discuss  the  concept  of  4czr"a  as  represented  in

The   Book   of  Vanci.
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OR

(b)  "The  image  of Pattini  was  installed

ln  it,  engraved  by  skilled  hands  on  the  stone

Brought  from  the  slopes  of the  Himalaya  ..."

Explain   the   above   lines   with  reference   to   the

context.

Part  8 (3x20-60)

4.      (a)  Do   you   agree   with   Draupadi's   description   as
`Nathabati  Anathabath'.  Give  a  reasoned  answer.

OR

(b)  In  what  ways  does  the  dicing  episode  provide  a

critique   of   the   frsA¢f7.dya   code   given   in   the

Mahabharata.

5.      (a)  Explain  the  significance  of  the   duality  between

the   forest/hermitage   and   the   city/court   in  the

Abhijn5na§5kuntalam.

OR
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