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Gofur said, “Don’t delay, my daughter, let us proceed. We shall have to walk a
long distance”. Amina was about to take a drinking-water pot and her father’s
rice plate with her; Gofur stopped her and said,. “Leave these things here, my

daughter. These would be used to expiate the death of Mahesh”.

Holding the hand of his daughter, he stepped out of his hut in the darkness of
midnight. He had no relatives in the village and there was none to be informed.
After crossing the courtyard, he abruptly halted under the familiar acacia tree
by the side of the road and suddenly burst into tears. Lifting up his face
towards the dark, starry sky, he said, “Oh God, punish me as much as you wish;
but my Mahesh has died from unquenched thirst. Nobody has left even a small
plot of land for him to graze. Please never forgive the crime of him who has

deprived Mahesh of eating the grass and drinking the water gifted by you.”
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